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Deraa, and destroyed a stretch of curved rails at km. 173,*
From Ifdein we rode to Zerga, and thence to Atwi, where we
failed to take the station, but killed 3 out of the 5 of the garrison,
captured a large flock of sheep and destroyed a telegraph party
of 4 men repairing the wire. We also dynamited a stretch of
line. From Atwi I rode back to Bair, and rejoined Sherif Nasir
who had meantime prepared the Western Huweitat. On June
30th we moved to El Jefer, clearing one well, and thence to km.
479 which we destroyed on a large scale, while a column was
attacking N. of Maan near Aneyza. We then marched towards
Fuweileh, where the gendarmes post had been destroyed by an
advance column. They met us with the news of the re-occupation
of Fuweileh by the belated relief expedition of 4/174/59 from
Maan. We wiped out the battalion on July 2nd (taking the
O.C., a mountain gun and 160 prisoners) at Abu El Lissan, and
sent a flying column North which defeated the Turkish post at
Hisha (railhead 5 miles East of Shobek), occupied Wadi Musa,
Shobek, Tafileh, and is now near Kerak to take action there.
From Fuweileh we captured the post of Mreigha and then
moved to Guweira where we met Ibn Jad of the Akaba Huweitat,
and took 100 men and 5 officers. From Guweira we marched on
to El Kethira (wiping out a post of 3 officers and 140 men) and
thence to El Khadra in the North of Wadi Ithm, where the Akaba
garrison surrendered at discretion. We entered Akaba on July
6th, with 600 prisoners, about 20 officers, and a German unter-
offizier well-borer. I rode the same day for Suez with 8 men and
arrived at El Shatt on July 9th.
As a result of the journeys and interviews noted above, between
June 5th and July 6th, I am of opinion that given the necessary
material assistance Arab Forces can be arranged about the end
of August as in the sketch map attached.1 These levies will not
*The curved rails took 3 days to replace: the repair train
then proceeded South, and at km. 174 exploded a very large
compound Garland mine, and fell off a 15 foot high culvert into
a valley. This caused a further delay of two days while the line
was being searched.
1 Reproduced opposite from Lawrence's own drawing.